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GIVING UPDATES
MONTHLY OUTREACH COLLECTION: Thank
you for your generosity to the needy of
our community! In December we are
collecting Turkeys.
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD COLLECTION: We
continue to collect non-perishables of all
kinds for the food pantries.
NEWSPAPERS: Salfid Rescue Kennel, our
neighbor on Clearview Road, is always
in need of old newspapers. Look for the
box in the hallway.
M AY G OD BLESS ALL OUR
FAITHFUL GIVERS !

Wisdom from
St. Maximus the Confessor

Four Centuries
on Love
1.25: “God, who is
by nature good and
without
passion,
loves all alike as His
handiwork; yet the
virtuous He glorifies
as one who for his good will is made
intimate with Himself, while, because
of His goodness, He shows mercy on
the bad, with chastisements in this
world to convert him. So also he, who
by good will is good and without
passion, loves all men alike—the
virtuous because of his nature and
good intention, the bad because of
his nature and that fellow feeling
which causes him to show mercy
upon him as upon one without sense
and wandering in darkness.”
1.38: “If long-suffering and kindness
belong to charity, the angry man and
evildoer is clearly made alien to
charity; but being alien to charity is
being alien to God, since God is love
(1 Jn 4.8).”
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A Message from Fr Noah
Dear Saint Philip’s Family,
Fasting… One of God’s first gifts to
humanity. This Nativity Fast is always
d i f f i c u l t fo r p e op l e w it h t he
Thanksgiving katalysis (relaxing)
followed by the social expectation of
parties. Even if we manage to keep the
letter of the fast… are we truly keeping
to the spirit of the fast? Do we truly
deny ourselves? Our appetites? Do we
truly spend more time in prayer,
contemplation, Scripture reading? Do
we stretch ourselves thin in serving the
poor? Are we settling for worldly
happiness rather than striving for
heavenly joy? Like Zaccheus, let us
climb up the tree of asceticism so that
we can get closer to our humble Savior,
Christ, who resists the proud but gives
grace to the humble.
In Christ,
+Fr.

Noah

SEE YOU IN CHURCH!
Saturday: VESPERS, 6 p.m.
Sunday:

MATINS, 8:45 a.m.
DIVINE LITURGY, 10 a.m.
Wednesday: AKATHIST, 7 p.m.

(unless a festal service supersedes)

Check our calendar for special services!

~ Sacrament of CONFESSION ~
As Orthodox Christians we prepare for
Holy Communion by prayer, fasting, a
life of keeping the commandments and
repentance, and quarterly Confession.
Great Vespers on Saturday night is an
important part of our preparation as
well, as part of the Church’s cycle of
services, along with Orthros and the
Feasts/Fasts. Vespers is also a good
service to bring visitors, and following
Vespers is a convenient time for
Confession.

Mark Your Calendar:
Advent Retreat
Saturday, December 9, 2-7:30 pm
Drs. David & Mary Ford: When the
Foundations Are Shaken:
Biblical & Patristic Wisdom for Living
through Spiritual Upheaval
Bp Thomas visit
December 15-17
Friends & Family Sunday
Nativity of Christ
Sunday, December 24 Orthros 8:45 am, Liturgy 10 am
Vespers & Artoklasia 6 pm,
Festal Orthros 7 pm
Monday, December 25 Festal Liturgy 9 am;
Vespers for Synaxis 6 pm
Circumcision & St. Basil - New Year’s
Sunday, December 31 - Vespers &
Artoklasia, 6 pm, Orthros, 7 pm
Talent Show, 8 pm,
New Year’s Prayers, 10 pm
Monday, January 1 - Divine Liturgy 10
am, New Year’s Prayers 11:30 am
Theophany
Friday, January 5 - Royal Hours, 10 am
Vesperal Liturgy, 6 pm & Great Blessing
of Water, 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 6 - Orthros 9 am,
Divine Liturgy 10 am
Great Blessing of Water, 11:30 am
Sunday, January 7 - Outdoor Blessing
of Water @ Lenape Park, 1 pm

Parenting Suggestion

From Parenting Toward the Kingdom

by Philip Mamalakis:
“Parents who embrace
the joy of repentance
raise up children who
internalize the joy of
repentance” (p. 302).
“By the practice of
prayer we achieve our
highest aim: to be saved, and to help
our children reach eternal life” (p. 316,
quoting Sister Magdalen).

St. Philip Parish Press
Did You Know?

• The Fast is Continuing – Let us
continue in prayer and preparation to
receive the Savior.
• Our Parish, along with St. George and
Holy Ascension are hosting the Parish
Life Conference at Antiochian Village
June 27 - July 1, 2018. Please plan on
attending this “spiritual family
reunion” with our bishop and the
parishes. We are looking for some
volunteers and sponsors.
• We have some new Children's Books
for the Narthex thanks to Christmas in
July Donations!
• Justin’s Tonsuring as a Reader and
Jeff’s Ordination as a Sub-Deacon, God
willing, will happen on December 17th
prior to the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy. Please pray for these men and
their families as they draw near to
further serve the Lord.
• Congratulations to Veronica Gula for
qualifying to compete in the Junior
Olympics Cross Country Nationals in
Tallahassee, FL on Dec 9th, after a
22nd place overall finish in a regional
3k in Greensburg, PA!
• We were blessed to have Metr.
EPHREM and Fr. Parthenios with us
recently, as they shared with us their
wisdom and fellowship. Metr.
EPHREM’s Sunday homily, as well as
an interview with Fr. Parthenios, are
available on Living Orthodoxy
Podcast, at our parish website.
• Stay connected with parish life by
synching with our calendar on Google
Calendar. See https://www.stphilip.net/calendar.html
for
instructions on how to add the parish
calendar to your own device.

Missions Minute
A team led by Dcn Stephanos Ritsi,
OCMC long term missionary, in
collaboration with OCF Real Break,
will working with youth in Albania
to strengthen their faith in a rapidly
changing society. Come, experience
the growth and vibrancy of the
Church in Albania! Register at:
http://www.ocf.net/events/real break-albania/

Everyday Evangelist

“As the Father has sent me, so I send

you.” (Jn 20:21)
Make time to sit and talk with your
neighbors.
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Ask Abouna
Previous Question:
Fr Noah, please tell about the office transition.

Answer:
Thanks to God and to the prayers, input, vision, and generosity of many, the
office transition is going well! Let me
give you a little back ground before I describe what I'm praying for.
As you may know, with the falling
asleep of our beloved founding pastor, Fr
Boniface, our long-term deacon, Herman,
was ordained to the Holy Priesthood last
fall and then assigned as pastor of St Andrew's in Lewes, DE. Presently, Fr Herman and family continue to reside in our
area as he continues teaching at Eastern
University. However, the time is coming
soon that the parish in Lewes will be able
to afford to pay him full-time and he and
Kh. Vera will move down there. When
that happens our parish will be bereft of
our administrative assistant of 15+ years.
Kh. Vera’s list of responsibilities has
grown considerably along with my 11
years of new ideas and processes: accounting, reception, publications, webmaster, purchasing, etc.... Truly, the job
description is very daunting.
Over the last year of prayer, counsel,
and pondering, we've come up with a solution. Divide and Conquer! Two parttime jobs with trusted and known parishioners. Celia-Marie Khouri is training in
the administrative and accounting parts
of the office ministry. Justin Gohl, pastoral assistant, is responsible for communications (web, social media, listserv,
print) and education and liturgical life
(service schedule).
The sorrow of, eventually, having to say
goodbye to the Ackers and their faithful
and exceptional ministry, is brightened by
the continuity and growth I can now see
coming into focus.
We can never replace our beloved colaborers, but we can facilitate the
smooth passing-along (traditioning) of
accumulated wisdom and expertise.
I pray every morning for our parish, the
beloved people and its various dimensions, and I trust that He will continue to
help us in this transition. Lord, have
mercy!!! Memory eternal, Fr. Boniface.
Many years, Fr Herman, Kh Vera, CeliaMarie and Justin, and all who labor for
the glory of God, the growth of our
church, and their own salvation.
New Question:
Fr. Noah, I hear you are going to Mt.
Athos soon. Please tell us about your trip.
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Challenge for 2017:
LED BY THE SPIRIT, NOT PUSHED
BY THE PASSIONS (Romans 8:12-14)

BE

Elder Cleopa of Sihastria, Romania
(d. 1998), teaches us that passions
come from eight “directions”.
- Front (being
consumed by the
future)
- Behind (being
consumed by the
past)
- Left (wasting our
life in the vices)
- Right (doing
good with impure motivations)
- Above (Trying to do too much)
- Below (Laziness and indifference)
- Within (Our habits,
characteristics, heritage)
- Without (The circumstances,
events, persons around us)
Lord, thank you for the clear
teaching of the holy elder and
confessor. Help us to stand firm
against temptation whichever
direction it comes from so that we
can share the peace that you
established for us from your
precious Cross. Amen.

Pray for our Catechumens!

On November 18, Gabe, Sze, and
Rebecca were enrolled in the
Catechumenate.
Please pray for,
welcome, and get to know them!

Wisdom from Fr. B.
Grow Up!
Ahhh... Fr. Boniface (fondly
called the “velvet sledgehammer” by
his closest spiritual son) could be
very blunt. I received this admonition
from him on several occasions in my
early years. It is never pleasant to
hear this; nevertheless, I am grateful
for those instances that he helped
me to see past my own nose.
Please take a moment and
prayerfully and humbly consider your
life, sift your consciences, review
your habits. Where do you need to
grow up?

