
Knowing, Praying, Living the Holy Scriptures 
 

“How I have loved thy law, O Lord! The whole day it is my meditation.” (Ps 118:97) 

Leviticus 12:6 

“When the days of her purification are fulfilled, whether for a son or a 
daughter, she is to bring to the priest a lamb of the first year as a whole burnt 

offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove as a sin offering, to the door of the 
tabernacle of testimony.’” (OSB) 

 

Chapters 11-15 of the Book of Leviticus have been called the “Purity Code” since 
they address the various states and conditions that create ritual impurity that must be 
cleansed, either by a “Sin Offering” or some form of washing or both, before the 
Israelite can once again be in full communion with God: Ch. 11, “clean & unclean” 
animals; Ch. 12, “childbirth”; Ch. 13-14, “leprosy”; Ch. 15, “bodily discharges.” And 
thus we see how the “sin” addressed by the “Sin Offering” has little to do with what 

we normally think of as sin (i.e., “disobeying God”). 

These are no doubt some of the least read passages in Scripture. Indeed, were it not 
for the fact that St. Paul tells us that all of the Scriptures are profitable for the 
Church and for our salvation (2 Tim 3:16), we might well wonder why to bother. But 
then we might recall how many stories of our Lord’s works of healing involve these 
very matters—various lepers, the woman with the flow of blood, and Jesus’ radical 
redefinition of Jewish kosher dietary standards (Mk 7:19). Even more so, we might 
recall that the story of both Mary the Theotokos and the Child Jesus passes through 
and fulfills this text of Scripture, which we celebrate as the Feast of the Presentation 

of the Lord in the Temple, and then in type at the churching of every newborn: 

Now when the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, 
they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, "Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD" [Exod 13:2, 
12, 15]), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "A pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons (Lev 12:8)." (Lk 2:22-24) 

The rationale behind these things (in Lev 11-15) is not explicitly stated in the text, 
but what seems to be at issue, particularly with Childbearing and Bodily Discharges, is 
that the loss of bodily fluids was understood to be a form of death. As Leviticus 17:11 
says, “the Life of all flesh is its Blood.” To loose blood, to discharge reproductive 
fluids, is for a mini-death to take place, and that death cannot enter into the 
presence of, remain with, or coexist with God Who is Life. What we have here, then, 
in the Priestly text is a recognition of the human situation “east of Eden,” in which 
the forces of corruption and death are now at work in human bodies, hampering our 
full communion with God as Life. Humanity’s whole existence—down to the most basic 
function of propagating the human race—has been distorted, and thus has become the 

conduit, not of true life, but of a biological life inevitably destined for death. 

The Tradition, as recounted in The Great Synaxaristes (Holy Apostles Convent, 2004, 
pp. 70ff), tells us that, though Mary and Jesus fulfill the Law of purification (by 
offering a “Sin Offering”), it is not out of necessity because Mary conceived without 
seed and gave birth without corruption, and Christ assumed human nature perfectly, 
without corruption and defilement. In Christ, and through the Theotokos, the chain of 
death is broken. In Christ, humanity is brought back into the Temple, the Garden, 
Eden; we once again have access to the Tree of Life, which we now contemplate as a 
symbol of the Cross. It is through Christ’s whole assumption of humanity, destruction 
of death, and the purification and forgiveness we have in Christ’s once-for-all offering 
of Himself as a Sin Offering that we, God’s people, the Body of Christ, who are the 
Temple of God, can be and remain holy vessels, fit to have God dwelling in us. And it 
is through our continual participation in this offering in the Eucharist and all the 
Sacraments that we preserve and restore our Baptismal purity until the Last Day, 

when God will be all in all (1 Cor 15:28). 

Tone 1  -  Eothinon 2 

Orthros Gospel: St. Mark 16:1-8 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

Liturgy Gospel:  St. Matthew 9:36-10:8 
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Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. If you or anyone you know is in the hospital or 
homebound and would like a visit, please call the church office. 
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215-954-9286 
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Father James Thayer  

215-692-0890 

RESURRECTION TROPARION - Tone 1 - While the stone was sealed 
by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding thy most pure Body, 
thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the 
world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto thee, 
O Giver of life: Glory to thy resurrection, O Christ! Glory to thy 
kingdom! Glory to thy providence, O thou who alone art the Lover 
of mankind! 
 
TROPARION FOR ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA - Tone 8 - As 
the bountiful harvest of Your sowing of salvation, / The lands of 
North America offer to You, O Lord, all the saints who have shone 
in them. / By their prayers keep the Church and our land in 
abiding peace / Through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One.  

TODAY: Orthros 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy 10 am 
 Coffee Hour 11:45 am 
 Ethnic Dance Practice, 1 pm 



Weekly Ministries & Stewards: 
 This Week: Next Week (July 7): 

PROSPHORA BREAD: Anonymous Carolyn Kaminsky 

EPISTLE READER:  Rdr. Justin Brian Fitzgerald 

USHERS:   Dan M. & Sdn. John Gabe Q. & Sdn. John 

ALTAR CANDLES: ---- ---- 

GREETERS:   Michael & Helen Heveran Angie Drăghici 

CLEANING TEAM:   Jordan & Natalie / Zell & Redeat Natalia M., John G., 

   & Moody family 

COFFEE HOUR: Simchak/Clark/Hyatt Val & Nina Hulik 

Mark Your Calendar: 

 

VCS Volunteer Training 
Sunday, July 21, after Liturgy 

 

Vacation Church School 
July 29—August 2 

 

Dormition Fast - August 1-14 
Daily Paraklesis 

Holy Unction, Aug 7, 4 pm 
 

Liturgy w/ Youth Choir 
Sunday, August 4 

 

Transfiguration 
Monday, August 5 

Vespers & Artoklasia, 6 pm 
Orthros, 7 pm 

Tuesday, August 6 
Divine Liturgy, 9  am 

Blessing of Fruit & Produce, 10:30 am 
 

International Food Festival 
September 20-21 

Pray For:  

Living  Departed 

Elder 
Amelianos 

Fr. Julian 
Daniella-Gabriela 

Laurence 
John 

Child Gregory & 
family 
Lasha B 
Otari B 

Daniel H 
Veronica 

Marie & William 
Steve & Carolyn 

Jonathan 
John 
Doris 

Christiana 
Nancy 

Karen, Alice, 
Blake, Valerie 
Ted & family 

Thomas, Elizabeth 
& all Missionaries 

Catechumens 
Zachary, Evan, 
Tina, Robert, & 

Michael 
 
 

St. Nina’s List 
Andrea 
Jeremy 
Michael 

 
New & 

Expectant 
Mothers & 
children 

Ministry Highlights 
 

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another,  

as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

“Missions & Evangelism” 

The purpose of the Missions & Evangelism Team is to provide 

information and promote participation in missions activity in the 

Orthodox Church, and to develop and coordinate the evangelistic 

efforts of the parish.  This ministry team is in the process of being 

reorganized. Now is a great time to join the Missions & Evangelism 

Team with Fr. Noah’s blessing. For more information contact 

Subdeacon David Hyatt, Interim Coordinator, (dhyatt@st-philip.net). 

ATTENDANCE: At Vespers on Jun 22: 34    Divine Services on Jun 23: 173 
OFFERINGS: Candles, $144.   Collections, $156.   Book Shelf Ministry, 
$15.   Twelve Baskets Full, $50.   Stewardship, $7,992.   Total received: 
$8,357. 
 

GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS & GENEROSITY! 

This Week: 
 
Monday, July 1: SIXTH HOUR, 12 noon 
 

Tuesday, July 2: Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 11 a.m. 
 SIXTH HOUR, 12 noon 
  

Wednesday, July 3: SIXTH HOUR, 12 noon 
 Compline & Patristic Reading, 7 p.m. 
 

Thursday, July 4: Independence Day — Office Closed 
  

Friday, July 5: Office Closed 
 

Saturday, July 6: Ministry Reading Group, 8 a.m. 
 Baptism (Jacobs), 11 a.m. 
 VESPERS 6 p.m. 
 Presentation on Syria & Refreshments  
 w/ Fr. Meletios Zafaran, 7-8:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 7: ORTHROS 8:45 a.m., Divine LITURGY 10 a.m. 
 Trisagion (Hulik), 11:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Hour after Liturgy. 
 Women of St. Mariamne, 12 noon 
 Ethnic Dance Practice, 1 p.m. 

SPECIAL APPEAL for VCS 

Three ways you can help as we are gearing up for another Vacation Church 

School, of growth in faith and love for God: 1) See Kate Gohl about 

volunteering; 2) Pray for Fr. Noah, leaders, and students; 3) Consider offering 

a financial gift to cover expenses. 

OUTREACH COLLECTION: 
Bath & Shower Products 

 

SPIRITUAL WARFARE :   “Dismiss” 
Tak ing Every Thought Capt i ve to Chr is t 


