
Translation of the Image “Not-Made-By-Hands”  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The Transfer of the Icon of our Lord Jesus 
Christ Not-Made-by-Hands from Edessa to 
Constantinople took place in 944. According 
to tradition, Abgar, ruler of Edessa, suffered 
from leprosy. Hearing of Christ’s miracles, he 
believed in Him as the Son of God and sent 
the painter Ananias with a letter asking the 
Savior to heal him. 

Ananias found Christ surrounded by a crowd 
and was unable to approach Him. He tried 
to paint the Lord’s likeness from a distance, 
but could not capture His countenance. 
Christ called Ananias, gave him a letter for 
Abgar, and asked for water and a cloth. 
After washing His Face, the Savior dried it 
with the cloth, miraculously imprinting His image upon it. 

When Abgar received the Holy Napkin, he reverently pressed it to his face 
and was largely healed. Later, Saint Thaddeus, one of the Seventy Apostles, 
came to Edessa, preached the Gospel, baptized Abgar and the people, and 
completed his healing. Abgar placed the Icon above the city gates, where 
the faithful venerated it for generations. 

When a ruler fell into idolatry, the bishop of Edessa concealed the Icon 
within the city wall, placing a lamp before it and sealing the niche. Centuries 
later, during the Persian siege of Edessa in 545, the Theotokos revealed its 
location to Bishop Eulabios. When the niche was opened, the lamp was still 
burning, and the Icon had reproduced its image upon a tile. Carried around 
the city walls, the Icon became a sign of deliverance as the Persian army 
retreated. 

In 944, Emperor Constantine Porphyrogenitos arranged for the Mandylion to 
be transferred to Constantinople, where it was received on August 16 and 
placed in the Pharos church of the Theotokos. 

The history of the original Icon is uncertain, though traditions claim its 
survival or describe miraculous copies. The Church continues to honor the 
Image Not-Made-by-Hands as a witness to the Incarnation and to the 
veneration of holy icons. Its feast is celebrated on August 16, during the 
Afterfeast of the Dormition.                                                
Adapted Text & Icon from oca.org 

The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch (Acts 11:26) 

Tone 2  -  Eothinon 11 

Orthros Gospel: St. John 21:14-25 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians: 9:2-12 

Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew 18:23-35  

August 16, 2026 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST & ELEVENTH 
SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964 
www.st-philip.net   (215) 721-4947 

Emails: office@st-philip.net   nbushelli@gmail.com  frjamesthayer@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri: 9:00am – 3:00pm  

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits.  
Please contact them directly or call the church office. 

ST. PHILIP 
ORTHODOX 

CHURCH 
A Pa r i s h  o f  t h e  

Ant i o ch ia n  Archd i oce se 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION – Tone 2 - When Thou 
didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and 
immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly 
power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the 

earth, all the powers of heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O 
Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee! 
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION - Tone 1 - In thy birth-
giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; 
and in thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for 
thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. 
Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 

death.  

TODAY:  
 ORTHROS, 8:15 a.m. 
 DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m.  
 Visitors Welcome! 

COMMEMORATIONS: 

TRANSLATION OF THE IMAGE OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND 
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, DIOMEDES THE PHYSICIAN & MARTYR OF 
TARSUS, TIMOTHY OF EURIPUS, FOUNDER OF THE MONASTERY 

OF PENTELE, HOLY MONK PENTELES, GERASIMUS OF 
CEPHALONIA, THE SIX MARTYRS DOROTHEOS, SARANTIS, 

JACOB, SERAPHIM, DEMETRIOS AND BASIL WHO CONTESTED IN 
MEGARA, JOSEPH THE HESYCHAST, NICODEMUS THE NEW 

MARTYR OF METEORA, AFTERFEAST OF THE DORMITION OF OUR 
MOST HOLY LADY THE THEOTOKOS AND EVER VIRGIN MARY, 

MANUEL AND JOHN THE NEW MARTYRS, STAMATIOS THE 
MARTYR, APOSTOLOS THE NEW-MARTYR 

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

◊◊◊ 

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 

◊◊◊ 

Father Noah Bushelli, Pastor 

215-954-9286 

◊◊◊ 

Father James Thayer  

215-692-0890 



Mark Your Calendar: 
 

The Beheading of  
the Forerunner  

Saturday, August 29  
(Strict fast day)  

 
Ecclesiastical New Year  

September 1  
 

Nativity of the Theotokos  

September 8  
 

Elevation of the Cross  
September 14  

(Strict Fast Day)  
 

14th Annual International  
Food Festival  

September 18 & 19  
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
October 25 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Pray For:  

Living  Departed 

+Victoria 
+Andrew 

+Alexandra 
+Dorothea 

+Gail 
+Priest John 

+Rhodula 
(August Parish 

Diptychs) 
+Mary 

+Augustine 
+Iwan 
+Victor 

+Archpriest Michael 
+Myron 

+Archpriest Boniface 
& Kh Joyce 

+John 
+Michael 
+Doris 

Our Patriarch John and Faithful 
of the Middle East 

Met. Onuphry and faithful of 
Ukraine 

The leadership and community 
of St Emmelia Ministries, St 
Justin Academy, St Thomas 

Mission, St Tikhon’s 
Seminary, St Raphael School, 
Hades Embittered Ministries, 

and those to whom they 
reach out. 

N.I. Nevada-Syncletika, 
Morgan-Martin, Gabriella 

Martha 

Elizabeth 

Dionysios 

Carmen 

Elijah  

Petre 

Xenia 

Joanne 

Michael 

Rdr. Timothy 

Stephanie 

Ermias 

Hannah 

Helen 

Catherine 

Jacob 

Barbara 

Alexander 

James 

Wadih 

John 

Christine 

Jesse, Nathan, Hannah, 
Elizabeth, & all Missionaries 

Priest Nathan, Priest Isaac, 
Deacon Irenaeus, Deacon 

Moses, Dn John, 
Theophanes, Jacob, Samuel, 

& all seminarians and their 
families 

Those searching for jobs, 
houses, spouses & 

monasteries 

Courting, Engaged, & Newly-
Crowned Couples 

Families struggling to conceive 

Expectant and new mothers 
and their babies 

Those in mourning 

The people of our land and our 
world, and for their 

repentance, healing & unity 

Catechumens 
Matthew H 

Sean, Meghan, John 
T 

Robert S 
Anthony V 
Slavek G 

Daniel, Amos, 
Marigold, Eleanor  

Shawn, Miriam, 
Emilie, Emerald, 

Elijah, Esther 
Jeff, Jasmin, Jaxon, 
Jonah, Jayce, Jacob 
Andrew, Rebecca, 
Hannah, Miriam, 
Priscilla, Phoebe 
Daniel, Jordan, 

Daniella, Meadow, 
Mason 

Hannah B 
Samuel, Emilie, Ari, 

Addison 
Nicole P 
Dylan H 
Ryan M 
Tyler H 

Benjamin 
John H 

Jaylee P 
Jack F 

Steve & Sophia B 
Will  

Nathaniel 
Jonathan 

Eli 
Franklin & Dana 

Gavin R 
Inactive: 

Jasper, Asher, 
Andrew, Michael, 

James, Kassandra, 
Ernie  

 

AUGUST OUTREACH 
COLLECTION: 

 

Paper Products 

Weekly Ministries & Stewards: 
 This Week: Next Week (Aug 23): 

COFFEE HOUR: St. Maria of Paris Fellowship (Young Adults)        Potluck - please contribute! 

PROSPHORA BREAD: Heather Taggart & John Child              Gabi & Catalin Tinjala 

ALTAR CANDLES: - - -                 Please sign up  

USHERS: Dan Marquardt, Mike Taggart, Radu Chebeleu          Steve Kulp, John Hill, John Nicholson  

CLEANING TEAM: Beraki H., Val H., Mark Z., Robert S   Radu C., Mary T. Alex or Anna U. 
COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Morgan T., Mark Z.                      Matt S., Anthony V., Rdr John J., Daniel C. 
  

This Week: 
 

No Liturgy Wednesday—Saturday 
Fr. Noah & his family will be away 8/17-22 

 
Mon, Aug 17:   Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
 
Tues, Aug 18:   Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m. 
   Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 1:00 p.m.  
 
Wed, Aug 19:   Little Compline & Patrisitc Reading,  
   6:00 p.m. 
   FOCUS: Norristown, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs, Aug 20:  FOCUS: Aviator Park, 8:00 p.m. 
 
Fri, Aug 21:   Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat, Aug 22:   Catechumen Q&A, 4:30 p.m. 
   GREAT VESPERS, 6:00 p.m. 
   Confessions, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sun, Aug 23:   ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m. 
   DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m. 
   Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE: Vespers (8/8): 114                         Liturgy (8/9): 275 
 
OFFERINGS 8/9:  Candles, $589.  Collections, $495.51.  Building Fund, $8,524.01.  
SJA, $3,500.  Teen Fund, $400.  Teen Fund OMYT, $300.  Handmaidens, $68.80 
Pastoral Discretion, $587.08.  VCS, $140.  Needy Fund, $3,000.  Stewardship, 
$16,381.27.  Total received,  $33,985.67.  Festival, $7,500. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Visitors, Inquirers & New 
Catechumens please use 

the QR Code to give us your 
contact information & sign 

up for Church emails.  
Thank you! 


