
Our Holy Father Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons  
 

The Hieromartyr Irenaeus, Bishop of 
Lyons, was born about the year 130 in 
Smyrna in Asia Minor. He received an 
excellent education in philosophy, 
rhetoric, poetry, and the classical 
sciences. More importantly, he was 
formed in the Christian Faith by Saint 
Polycarp of Smyrna, a disciple of the 
Apostle John the Theologian. Saint 
Polycarp baptized him, later ordained 
him presbyter, and sent him to 
Lugdunum, modern-day Lyons in Gaul. 

Saint Irenaeus was entrusted to carry a 
letter from the confessors of Lugdunum 
to Bishop Eleutherius of Rome. During 
his absence, persecution intensified, and 
many Christians were imprisoned and martyred, including Bishop 
Pothinus. In 178, Saint Irenaeus was chosen to succeed him as bishop. 
Saint Gregory of Tours later wrote that through his preaching he 
transformed Lugdunum into a Christian city. 

When persecution subsided, Saint Irenaeus defended the apostolic 
Faith against the Gnostics in his great work Against Heresies. The 
Gnostics claimed that matter was evil, that God could not truly become 
man, and that the visible world was created by lesser spiritual beings. 
Saint Irenaeus proclaimed instead the mystery of the Incarnation: Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Word of God, truly became man in order to unite 
mankind with God. Salvation, he taught, is our adoption as sons and our 
theosis, our participation in the divine life. 

He also defended the unity of the Old and New Testaments and taught 
that the true Faith is preserved in the Church through apostolic 
succession. “Anyone who desires to know the truth ought to turn to the 
Church,” he wrote, “for she is the door to life.” 

Saint Irenaeus also worked for peace when disputes arose over the date 
of Pascha, urging Bishop Victor of Rome not to allow disagreement to 
divide the Church. 

Tradition holds that Saint Irenaeus was martyred around the year 202 
under Emperor Severus. He remains a powerful link in the apostolic 
chain: from Saint John, to Saint Polycarp, to Irenaeus, and through them 
to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself .                                                                     
Edited text & Icon from oca.org 

Tone 3  -  Eothinon 1 

Orthros Gospel: St. Matthew: 28:16-20 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians: 15:1-11 

Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew: 19:16-26  

August 23, 2026 
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST & TWELFTH SUNDAY 
OF MATTHEW  

LEAVE-TAKING OF THE DORMITION 
OF THE THEOTOKOS  

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964 
www.st-philip.net   (215) 721-4947 

Emails: office@st-philip.net   nbushelli@gmail.com  frjamesthayer@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am - 3:00pm 
 

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office. 

ST. PHILIP 
ORTHODOX 

CHURCH 
A Pa r i s h  o f  t h e  

Ant i o ch ia n  Archd i oce se 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION – Tone 3 - Let the heavens 
rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty 
act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, 
and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us 
from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.  
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION - Tone 1 - In thy birth-giving, 
O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast 
translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by 
thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

TODAY:  
 ORTHROS 8:15 a.m. 
 Liturgy at Fort Washington Mission 9 a.m. 

 Divine LITURGY 9:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m. 

COMMEMORATIONS: 
OUR HOLY FATHER IRENAEUS, BISHOP OF 

LYONS, LUPUS THE MARTYR, OUR RIGHTEOUS 
FATHER NICHOLAS OF SIKELION, OUR HOLY 

FATHER KALLINIKOS, PATRIARCH OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE, HARALAMBOS OF KALYVIANI, 

38 MARTYRS OF THRACE, OUR HOLY FATHER 
IRENAEUS, BISHOP OF SIRMIUM  

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

◊◊◊ 

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 

◊◊◊ 

Father Noah Bushelli, Pastor 

215-954-9286 

◊◊◊ 

Father James Thayer  

215-692-0890 



Mark Your Calendar: 
 

Ecclesiastical New Year  
September 1  

 
Nativity of the Theotokos  

September 8  
 

Elevation of the Cross  
September 14  

(Strict Fast Day)  
 

14th Annual International  
Food Festival  

September 18 & 19  
 
 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting  
October 25 at 1:00 p.m.  

Pray For:  

Living  Departed 

+Andrew 
+Alexandra 
+Dorothea 
+Gail Ann 

+Priest John 
+Rhodula 

(August Parish 
Diptychs) 

+Mary 
+Augustine 

+Iwan 
+Victor 

+Archpriest Michael 
+Myron 

+Archpriest 
Boniface & Kh 

Joyce 
+John 

+Michael 
+Doris 

Our Patriarch John and 
Faithful of the Middle East 

Met. Onuphry and faithful of 
Ukraine 

The leadership and 
community of St Emmelia 

Ministries, St Justin Academy, 
St Thomas Mission, St 
Tikhon’s Seminary, St 

Raphael School, Hades 
Embittered Ministries, and 

those to whom they reach out. 
N.I. Nevada-Syncletika, 

Morgan-Martin, Gabriella 
Arch Priest Mark & Matushka 

Cecilia 
Yones 
Martha 

Elizabeth 
Dionysios 
Carmen 
Elijah  
Petre 
Xenia 

Joanne 
Michael 

Rdr. Timothy 
Stephanie 

Ermias 
Hannah 
Helen 

Catherine 
Jacob 

Barbara 
Alexander 

James 
Wadih 
John 

Christine 
Jesse, Nathan, Hannah, 

Elizabeth, & all Missionaries 
Priest Nathan, Priest Isaac, 
Deacon Irenaeus, Deacon 

Moses, Dn John, 
Theophanes, Jacob, Samuel, 

& all seminarians and their 
families 

Those searching for jobs, 
houses, spouses & 

monasteries 
Courting, Engaged, & Newly-

Crowned Couples 
Families struggling to 

conceive 
Expectant and new mothers 

and their babies 
Those in mourning 

The people of our land and 
our world, and for their 

repentance, healing & unity 

Catechumens 
Matthew H 

Sean, Meghan, 
John T 

Robert S 
Anthony V 
Slavek G 

Daniel, Amos, 
Marigold, Eleanor  

Shawn, Miriam, 
Emilie, Emerald, 

Elijah, Esther 
Jeff, Jasmin, Jaxon, 

Jonah, Jayce, 
Jacob 

Andrew, Rebecca, 
Hannah, Miriam, 
Priscilla, Phoebe 
Daniel, Jordan, 

Daniella, Meadow, 
Mason 

Hannah B 
Samuel, Emilie, Ari, 

Addison 
Nicole P 
Dylan H 
Ryan M 
Tyler H 

Benjamin 
John H 

Jaylee P 
Jack F 

Steve & Sophia B 
Will  

Nathaniel 
Jonathan 

Eli 
Franklin & Dana 

Gavin R 
Inactive: 

Jasper, Asher, 
Andrew, Michael, 

James, Kassandra, 
Ernie 

AUGUST OUTREACH 
COLLECTION: 

 

Paper Products 

Weekly Ministries & Stewards: 
 This Week: Next Week (Aug 30): 

COFFEE HOUR:       Potluck    Potluck 

PROSPHORA BREAD: Gabi & Catalin Tinjala                Gabi & Catalin Tinjala 

ALTAR CANDLES:  - - -                                         Sidorochev—Alexandra’s 5th Birthday 
USHERS: Steve Kulp, John Hill, John Nicholson            Nick M., Steven M., Todd Moody                

CLEANING TEAM: Radu C., Mary T., Alex or Anna U.    Catechumens     

COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Matt S., Anthony V., Rdr John J., Daniel C.    Kendra Moody  
   

This Week: 
 
Mon, Aug 24:  Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   PC Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Tues, Aug 25:  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m. 

   Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 1:00 p.m.  
 
Wed, Aug 26:  Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   Little Compline, 6:00 p.m. 
   FOCUS: Norristown, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs, Aug 27:  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m. 
   FOCUS: Aviator Park, 8:00 p.m. 
 
Fri, Aug 28:   Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   Festal Vespers & Artos, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat, Aug 29:   Beheading of the Forerunner  
    (Strict Fast) 
   Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
   Festal Potluck, 9:30 a.m. 
   Catechumen Q&A, 4:30 p.m. 
   GREAT VESPERS, 6:00 p.m. 

   Confessions, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sun, Aug 30:  ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m. 
   DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m. 
   Fr Boniface and Kh Joyce Memorial, 
   11:15  a.m. 
   Coffee Hour, 11:30 a.m.  
   

 

ATTENDANCE: Vespers 8/22: - - -                       Liturgy 8/23: - - -   
       Attendance Number Not Available for Last Week 
OFFERINGS 8/23:  Candles, $772.  Collections, $1,638.57.   Book Shelf Ministry, 
$405.  Building Fund, $65.  Festival, $504.25.  Mission Chapel, $300.  Needy Fund, 
$40.  Pastoral Discretion, $548.51.  Seminarian Fund, $500. Stewardship, 
$6,920.45.   Total received:  $11,693.79.  Cemetery, $500. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 


