The Placing of the Honorable Sash
of the Most Holy Theotokos

The Feast of the Placing of the
Venerable Belt of the Most Holy
Theotokos is celebrated in honor of the
precious relic of the Mother of God,
which was placed in the Church of the
Theotokos at Chalcoprateia in
Constantinople during the reign of the
pious Emperor Theodosius the Younger
(408-450). According to ancient
tradition, after her Dormition, the
Theotokos entrusted her belt, woven by
her own hands of camel’s hair, to the
Apostle Thomas. This sacred relic was
preserved in Jerusalem by faithful
Christians until it was solemnly
transferred to Constantinople.

Centuries later, in the reign of Emperor Leo the Wise (886-911),
his wife, Empress Zoe, was afflicted with an unclean spirit. Neither
physicians nor medicines could relieve her. In her suffering she
prayed to the Theotokos, and in a vision she was told that she would
be healed if the Belt of the Mother of God were placed upon her.
The emperor and patriarch ordered that the reliquary be opened.
With reverence the Patriarch removed the seal and revealed the
Belt, found incorrupt and whole despite the passing of centuries.
When it was laid upon the empress, she was immediately healed.

With hymns of thanksgiving they glorified the Theotokos, resealed
the Belt, and placed it again in its reliquary. From that time, the
Church established the feast in commemoration of this miracle and
of the two solemn Placings of the Belt: first in Jerusalem, and later
in Constantinople.

The Synaxarion and the Prologue of Ohrid remind us that the Belt
of the Theotokos is a sign of her maternal care and protection,
girding the faithful with purity and strength. Even today, parts of
this holy relic are preserved and venerated at Vatopedi Monastery on
Mount Athos, in Trier in Germany, and in Georgia. Through the
prayers of the Theotokos, the faithful continue to receive comfort
and healing, as did Empress Zoe, bearing witness to the living
presence of the Mother of God among her children.
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haad Orthros Gospel: St. Matthew 28:16-20
Father James Thayer Epistle: Hebrews 9:1-7
215-692-0890 Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew: 19:16-26

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 3 - Let the heavens
rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act
with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and
become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the
depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR PLACING OF THE VIRGIN’S SASH - Tone 8 - Thou
hast bestowed upon thy city, O ever-virgin Theotokos and shelter of
mankind, the robe and the belt of thy pure body, as a secure mantle,
which by thy seedless birth-giving have remained without corruption;
for by thee are nature and time regenerated. Wherefore, we implore
thee to grant thy city safety, and our souls the Great Mercy.

TODAY: ORTHROS 8:15 a.m.
Liturgy at Fort Washington Mission 9 a.m.
Divine LITURGY 9:30 a.m.
New Year Blessing, 11:15 a.m.
Coffee Hour, 11:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, 12:30 p.m.

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964
www.st-philip.net (215) 721-4947
Emails: office@st-philip.net nbushelli@gmail.com frjamesthayer@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 12:30pm - 5:00pm

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office.




Weekly Ministrigs & Stewards:

This Week: Next Week (Sept. 7):
COFFEE HOUR: Potluck Potluck
PROSPHORA BREAD: Kristi Moore Kristi Moore & Sissy Hill
ALTAR CANDLES: Sidorochev-Alexandra’s Birthday -
USHERS: Todd Moody & Chris Howe John Nicholson & Radu Chebeleu
CLEANING TEAM: Teens Serge, Alex & Sarah Kaminsky

COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Kendra M., Matt S., Anthony V. Carolyn K., Eric M., Anders K.,
Liara Patino-McCom

Mar’k your‘ Ca]gndar: Pray For:

Living Departed
Nativity of the Theotokos Our Patriarch John and +Doris
Faithful of Syria,
September 8 Palestine, and all the (August Parish
8:15 a.m. - Festal Orthros et ooy land DipAtAychs)
. P . et. Unupnry and Ttaithtu +Mary
9:30 a.m. - Divine thurgy of Ukraine +Augustine
11:15 a.m. - Potluck Luncheon Fathers of St Catherine +lwan
: B Monastery on Mt Sinai +Victor
Tati +Archpriest
i atiana Michael
Elevation of the Holy Cross Bethlehem and her family  swyron
September 14 k”‘sm‘,“a +Archpriest
. ntonios B if & Kh
Strict Fast Day Serge and Linea OmJi;ie
Maria +John
. . Johp +Michael
International Food Festival JDons
ames
September 19-20 Steven
Please use the QR Code to sign up: poraskev! Catechumens
exandra | Ryan
Doru and Christiana K d
Alexander assanadra
Jasper
Jesse, Nathan, Hannah, Mall\:thew
Elizabeth, Mary, Michael, ary
Xenia, & all Missionaries Martin
Photini
Dn Nathan, Jacob, John, John
Samuel, Darius, Irenaeus Steven
& all seminarians and Robert
their families Liara
Asher
: Those searching for Sarah
You can also sign up here: http://  houses, spouses, & jobs Andrew
3 Courting, Engaged, & Carolyn
bit. ly/3‘JVOCQR Newly-Crowned Couples Martin &
Families struggling to Gabriella
conceive James
Expectant mothers Anthony
New mothers and their Slavek
babies Nevada
Josiah,Casie &
AUGUST OUTREACH Those in mourning Ray
COLLECTION: John
The people of our land, Michael
Oral Care Products and for their
repentance, healing & And our
unity inquirers

This Week:

Confessions are available before & after most services

Mon, Sept 1: Ecclesiastical New Year
Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.
Labor Day Picnic @ Jonathan Black’s, 12:00 p.m.
Daily Vespers, 6:30 p.m.

Tues, Sept 2: Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.
Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 1:00 p.m.
SJA Back to School Night, 6:00 p.m.
Daily Vespers, 6:30 p.m.

Wed, Sept 3: Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.
Akathist: Nurturer of Children, 6:30 p.m.
FOCUS Norristown, 7:00 p.m.
Patristic Discussion, 7:15 p.m.

Thurs, Sept 4: Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.
Vespers, 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Bible Study (Fr. Noah), 7:15 p.m.
FOCUS: Aviator Park, 8:00 p.m.

Fri, Sept 5: Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.
Paraklesis, 6:30 p.m.
Teen Tea w/ Fr. Noah, 7:30 p.m.

Sat, Sept 6: Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.
Wedding (Ed & Doris), 11:00 a.m.
Book Study w/ Fr. James, 5:00 p.m.
Great Vespers, 6:00 p.m.

Sun, Sept 7:  Orthros & Confessions, 8:15 a.m.
Ft. Washington Mission Chapel, 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour & Sunday School, 11:15 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal, 12:30 p.m.
Vespers & Artoklasia, 6:30 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Vespers 8/23: 135 Liturgy 8/24: 259

Forerunner Vespers: 20 Forerunner Liturgy: 58
OFFERINGS 8/24: Candles, $283. Collections, $790.47. Book Shelf Ministry,
$58. Needy Fund, $122.02 Building Fund, $150. Festival, $293.05. Mission
Chapel, $150. Pastoral Discretion, $1,010. Seminarian Fund, $600. Stewardship,
$4,167.04. Total received: $7,623.58.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




