Saint Athanasius of Athos

Saint Athanasius of Athos, baptized with
the name Abraham, was born in Trebizond.
Orphaned as a child, he was raised by a
pious nun, whose life of prayer and fasting
deeply shaped him. He was gifted in his
studies and quickly surpassed his
classmates.

After his adoptive mother died, Abraham
was taken to Constantinople and educated
under the famous teacher Athanasius. In
time, he became a teacher himself, but his
heart longed for the true life of fasting,
prayer, and watchfulness. When his teacher
became jealous of him, Abraham quietly
left.

In Constantinople he met Saint Michael Maleinos, abbot of the
Kyminas Monastery. Abraham opened his heart to him and confessed
his desire to become a monk. Saint Michael saw in him a vessel of the
Holy Spirit and tonsured him with the name Athanasius. Through
fasting, vigils, prostrations, prayer, and obedience, Athanasius quickly
advanced in holiness.

Later, seeking deeper solitude, he came to Mount Athos and settled
in a remote place called Melanos. There he built a small cell and gave
himself entirely to prayer. At first, the enemy filled him with hatred
for the place, but Athanasius resolved to endure for one year. On the
final day, as he prayed, heavenly light filled him with joy, his dark
thoughts vanished, and tears of grace flowed from his eyes. From
then on, he loved the place of his struggle.

His friend Niképhdros Phocas, later emperor, urged him to build a
monastery. Though Athanasius wished to avoid worldly cares, he
discerned God’s will and founded the Great Lavra, with churches,
cells, a dining hall, and a place for the sick and travelers. Monks came
from many lands, and he established a strict common life of prayer,
silence, and obedience.

Once, during famine, the monks left and Athanasius considered
leaving too. The Theotokos appeared, rebuked his fear, and promised
help. At her command, he struck a stone, and a spring flowed forth.

Foreseeing his death, Athanasius comforted the brethren. While
inspecting construction, the church roof collapsed. He cried, “Glory
to Thee, O God! Lord Jesus Christ, help me!” and departed to Christ.
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Father Noah Bushelli, Pastor
215-954-9286 Tone 4 - Eothinon 5
000 Orthros Gospel: St. Luke 24:12-35
Father James Thayer Epistle: Galatians 5:22-6:2
215-692-0890 Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew 8:28-9:1

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 4 - Having learned the
joyful message of the resurrection from the angel, the women
disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation,
and proudly broke the news to the disciples saying, Death hath
been spoiled. Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy!

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ATHANASIUS THE ATHONITE - Tone 3 - The
Angels’ ranks were awed by thy life in the flesh, how, though
corporeal, and clad with earthly clay, thou didst set forth with
courage to invisible wars and wrestlings and didst boldly smite the
hordes of the demons with mortal wounds. Wherefore, Christ
rewarded thee with abundant gifts in return. Entreat Him that our
souls find salvation, O most renowned Father Athanasius.

TODAY:
ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m.
Divine LITURGY, 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour & Sunday School, 11:15 a.m.
Welcome Visitors!

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964
www.st-philip.net (215) 721-4947
Emails: office@st-philip.net nbushelli@gmail.com frjamesthayer@gmail.com
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00am - 3:00pm

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office.




Weekly Ministrigs & Stewards:

This Week: Next Week (July 12):
COFFEE HOUR: Kolomye Family Memorial Lunch Potluck
PROSPHORA BREAD: Kristi Moore & Sissy Hill
ALTAR CANDLES: Babbitt - Sofia’s Birthday
USHERS: Dan M., Steven M., Radu C.
CLEANING TEAM: Todd & Kristi M., Kim B.
COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Matt S., Anthony V., Rdr. John

Gabriela Plesa & Macrina Layton
Chebeleu - Evan & Sofia’s Anniversary
Steve K., Matt S., John N.

Justin G., Midena S., Slav S., Daniel C.
Kendra Moody
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please use the QR
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Thank you!

JULY OUTREACH

COLLECTION:

Oral Care Products

Jesse, Nathan, Hannah,
Elizabeth, & all Missionaries
Priest Nathan, Priest Isaac,

Deacon Irenaeus, Deacon
Moses, Dn John,
Theophanes, Jacob,
Samuel, & all seminarians
and their families

Those searching for jobs,

houses, spouses &
monasteries
Courting, Engaged, & Newly
-Crowned Couples
Families struggling to
conceive
Expectant and new mothers
and their babies
Those in mourning
The people of our land and
our world, and for their
repentance, healing & unity

Daniella, Meadow,
Mason
Hannah B
Samuel, Emilie, Ari,
Addison
Nicole P
DylanH
Ryan M
Tyler H
Kassandra H
Christopher, Nailah
M

Benjamin
JohnH
Jaylee P
Jack F
Steve & Sophia B
Will
Nathaniel
Jonathan
Eli
Inactive:
Jasper, Asher,
Andrew, Michael,
James

This Week:
Mon, July 6:

Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.

Tues, July 7: Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.

Wed, July 8: Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.
Little Compline & Patristic Reading, 6:00

Thurs, July 9:  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.

Fri, July 10: Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.

Teen Babysitting, 5:00 p.m.
Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m.

Teen Tea w/ Fr. Noah, 7:30 p.m.
Sat, July 11: Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 9:30 a.m.
Catechumen Q&A, 4:30 p.m.

GREAT VESPERS, 6:00 p.m.

Sun, July 12: ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m.
DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m.

Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m.

SPECIAL APPEAL for VCS
Three ways you can help as we are gearing up for another Vacation
Church School, of growth in faith and love for God: 1) See Kate
Gohl about volunteering; 2) Pray for Fr. Noah, leaders, and
students; 3) Consider offering a financial gift to cover expenses.

ATTENDANCE: Vespers 6/27: 127  Divine Liturgy 6/2: 308
Holy Unction: 38 Festal Vespers: 68 Sts. Peter & Paul Liturgy: 127

OFFERINGS 6/28: Candles, $644. Collections, $986. Book Shelf Ministry, $200.
Building Fund, $25. Endowment, $700. Pastoral Discretion, $243.55. Stewardship,
$6,365. Total received, $9,163.55.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




