St. Paisios of Mt. Athos

Venerable Father Paisios of the Holy
Mountain was born Arsenios Eznepidis on
July 25, 1924, in Pharasa of Cappadocia, to
devout Orthodox parents, Prodromos and
Eulampia. Shortly before the family was
forced to leave for Greece during the
population exchange, the infant was
baptized by Saint Arsenios of Cappadocia.
Though the family wished to name him
Christos, Saint Arsenios insisted, “He shall
be called Arsenios,” prophetically saying
that he was leaving a monk in his place.

The family settled in Konitsa, where
young Arsenios grew up with a deep love
for prayer, silence, and the Lives of the
Saints. Even as a child, he desired the
monastic life. He learned carpentry and worked humbly, but his heart
longed for the desert of repentance and the life of complete dedication to
Christ.

During the difficult years of war in Greece, he served as a radio
operator in the army, showing great courage and self-sacrifice. He later
compared his military communication to prayer: just as soldiers felt safe
when they remained in contact with headquarters, the soul finds strength
and security by remaining in constant communion with God.

In 1953, Arsenios went to Mount Athos. He was first tonsured with the
name Averkios, and later, in 1956, received the name Paisios. He lived in
strict asceticism at several monasteries and cells, including Esphigmenou,
Philotheou, Stomio near Konitsa, Sinai, Katounakia, Stavronikita, and
finally Panagouda near Karyes. Though he loved solitude, God sent
thousands of suffering people to him. Saint Paisios received them with
compassion, prayer, discernment, and deep humility.

He endured serious illness throughout his life, including lung surgery,
digestive illness, hernia pain, and finally cancer. Yet he did not complain,
but offered his suffering in prayer for the world. He reposed on July 12,
1994, at the Holy Hesychasterion of Saint John the Theologian in Souroti.
He was glorified by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 2015.

Through his prayers, may Christ our God have mercy on us.
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Father James Thayer Epistle: Romans 12:6-14
215-692-0890 Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew 9:1-8

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 5 - Let us believ-
ers praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father
and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation; for he
took pleasure in ascending the cross in the flesh, to suffer
death, and to raise the dead by his glorious resurrection.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. PAISIOS - Tone 5 - When the fire of
love for the Lord was lit in thee, by thine ascetic travails didst
thou give thyself unto Christ; and didst take up His pure Im-
age, O Paisios. Thereby becoming for us all consolation and a
God-inspired source of holy wisdom; and by thy ceaseless en-
treaties for the whole world thou workest miracles.

TODAY:
ORTHROS & Confessions - 8:15 a.m.
Divine LITURGY - 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour - 11:15 a.m.
Visitors Welcome!

The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch (Acts 11:26)

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964
www.st-philip.net (215) 721-4947
Emails: office@st-philip.net nbushelli@gmail.com frjamesthayer@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wed, Fri 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office.




Weekly Ministrigs & Stewards:
This Week:

COFFEE HOUR: Potluck
PROSPHORA BREAD: Gabriela P. & Macrina L.
ALTAR CANDLES: Chebeleu - Evan & Sophia 1st Anniversary
USHERS: Steve K., Matt S., John N.
CLEANING TEAM: Justin G., Midena S., Salv S., Daniel C.
COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Justus & Grace Hibshman

Ana & Sophia

Next Week (July 19):

Heather T. & John C.
Sidorochev - Elizabeth Name Day
Radu C., Mike T., Todd Moody
Serge, Alex, Sarah Kaminsky
Carolyn D., Eric M., Kendra M, Liara
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Living
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Vacation Church School 2026
August 3—7
Please register by July 19
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repentance, healing & unity
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Catechumens
Matthew H
Sean, Meghan,
John T
Robert S
Martin (Morgan),
Gabriella T
Anthony V
Slavek G
Nevada L
Daniel, Amos,
Marigold, Eleanor
Shawn, Miriam,
Emilie, Emerald,
Elijah, Esther
Jeff, Jasmin, Jaxon,
Jonah, Jayce, Jacob
Andrew, Rebecca,
Hannah, Miriam,
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Ernie

This Wegek:

Fr. Noah and his family will be away visiting family July 11-18.
Please keep them in your prayers for safe travels, blessed visits,
and a time of rest and refreshment together.

Mon, July 13: Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m.

Tues, July 14:  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 1:00 p.m.
Wed, July 15:  Little Compline & Patristic Reading, 6:00
FOCUS: Norristown, 7:00 p.m.

Thurs, July 16: FOCUS: Aviator Park, 8:00 p.m.

Fri, July 17: Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m.

Sat, July 18: Catechumen Q&A, 4:30 p.m.

GREAT VESPERS, 6:00 p.m.

Fr. Noah Mt. Athos Slideshow, 7:00 p.m.
Confessions, 8:00 p.m.

Sun, July 19: ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m.
DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m.

Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m.

| SPECIAL APPEAL for VCS

- Four ways you can help as we are gearing up for another

I Vacation Church School, of growth in faith and love for God: 1)
= See Kate Gohl about volunteering; 2) Pray for Fr. Noah, leaders,
| and students; 3) Consider offering a financial gift to cover
L

expenses. 4) Snack Donations.

ATTENDANCE: VESPERS 7/4: 110 DIVINE LITURGY 7/5: 244
OFFERINGS 7/5: Candles, $648. Collections, $1,316.51. Book Shelf Ministry,
$251. Kitchen Fund, $270. Teen Fund, $250. Teen Fund OMYT, $100. VCS,
$50. Building Fund, $2,800. Stewardship, $5,136.99. Total received:
$10,822.50.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




