Righteous Noah
December 15

The Sunday that falls
between December 11-17 is
known as the Sunday of the
Holy Forefathers. These are
the ancestors of Christ
according to the flesh, who
lived before the Law and under
the Law, especially the
Patriarch Abraham, to whom
God said, “In thy seed shall all
of the nations of the earth be
blessed” (Gen. 12:3, 22:18).

One of our Lord Jesus Christ’s ancestors is the
Righteous Noah. The Righteous Noah is mentioned in the
Book of Genesis (chapters 5-9).

Seeing the wicked deeds of men, God decided to
destroy man from the earth, and even cattle, reptiles,
and birds. But Noah found favor with the Lord, Who
spared him, his sons and their wives. Therefore, God
commanded Noah to build an ark and take two pairs of
every creature into it. Then it rained for forty days and
nights, and men and animals perished in the flood. The
water remained on the earth for 150 days, then God
blessed Noah and his sons, telling them to increase and
multiply (Genesis 9:7).

Through Noah's sons Shem, Ham and Japheth, the
earth was repopulated, and God promised not to destroy
the world by water again. Noah reposed at the age of
950 (Genesis 9:29). The ark is a figure of the Church,
which is called the Ark of Salvation.

While speaking about the end of the world, the Savior
told His disciples: "As were the days of Noah, so will be
the coming of the Son of man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when
Noah entered the ark, and they did not know until the
flood came and swept them all away, so will be the
coming of the Son of man” (Matthew 24:37-39).

Ter:(t & icon excerpted from https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2024/12/15/610-righteous
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December 15, 2024

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS

-\l (ANCESTORS) OF CHRIST
ST. PHILIP

ORTHODOX COMMEMORATIONS:

CI-I URCH 11TH SUNDAY OF LUKE, ELEUTHERIOS THE

HIEROMARTYR, BISHOP OF ILLYRICUM, AND
HIS MOTHER ANTHIA, THE MARTYR

A Parish of the
Antiochian Archdiocese

SUSANNAH THE DEACONESS
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA
000
His Grace Bishop THOMAS
000
Father Noah Bushelli, Pastor

215-954-9286
000
Father James Thayer
215-692-0890

Tone 8 - Eothinon 3
Orthros Gospel: St. Mark 16:9-20
Epistle: 2 Timothy 1:8-18
Liturgy Gospel: St. Luke 14:16-24

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 8 - From the
heights Thou didst descend, O Compassionate One, and Thou
didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver
us from passion. Thou art our Life and our Resurrection, O
Lord. Glory to Thee!

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS - Tone 2 - Thou hast
justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them
Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church
of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory;
for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was
she who cgiave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by
their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.

TODAY: ORTHROS 8:15 a.m.
Ft. Washington Mission Chapel, 9:00 a.m.
Divine LITURGY 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour & Sunday School following Liturgy
Choir Rehearsal 12:45 p.m.

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964
www.st-philip.net (215) 721-4947
Emails: office@st-philip.net nbushelli@gmail.com frjamesthayer@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30am - 3:30pm
Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office.
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