
Blessed Basil of Moscow the Fool-For-Christ 
(August 2) 

 

Saint Basil the Blessed, Wonderworker of 
Moscow, was born in December 1468 near the 
Elokhov church of the Vladimir Icon of the 
Most Holy Theotokos outside Moscow. His 
parents were commoners who apprenticed 
him to a cobbler. 

During his apprenticeship, a merchant 
ordered boots and said he would collect them 
a year later. Basil wept and urged him to 
cancel the order, explaining that the man 
would soon die and never wear them. Days 
later, his prediction came true. 

At sixteen, Basil went to Moscow and 
embraced the path of foolishness for Christ. 
Barefoot in summer heat and winter frost, he 
wandered the streets, exposing dishonesty and enduring mockery and beatings 
with patience. Once he overturned poorly baked bread and spilled spoiled kvas, 
revealing the merchants’ wrongdoing. 

Basil taught mercy and repentance. A merchant repeatedly failed to build a 
stone church because its arches collapsed. Basil sent him to “John the Cripple” in 
Kiev. There the merchant found John rocking an empty cradle and grieving for 
his neglected mother. Remembering that he had driven his own mother from his 
home, the merchant returned, begged her forgiveness, and completed the 
church. 

The saint quietly helped those ashamed to beg. He once gave an imperial gift to 
a dressed foreign merchant who had eaten nothing for three days. Yet Basil 
condemned almsgiving offered for selfish gain rather than compassion. 

He also visited taverns, searching for the smallest spark of goodness in sinners. 
Passing houses of drunken revelry, he wept, saying that angels sorrowed over the 
people’s sins and that he begged them to pray for their repentance. 

God granted Basil spiritual insight. He foretold Moscow’s great fire of 1547, 
prayed against a fire in Novgorod, and rebuked Tsar Ivan the Terrible for 
thinking about a palace during divine services. 

Saint Basil died on August 2, 1557, and was glorified in 1588. He was buried 
beside the Protection Cathedral, later known as Saint Basil’s Cathedral. His 
chains are preserved at the Moscow Spiritual Academy. 

Edited Text & icon from oca.org 

Tone 8  -  Eothinon 9 
Orthros Gospel: St. John 20:19-31 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17 
Liturgy Gospel: St. Matthew 14:22-34  

August 2, 2026 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
& NINTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 

1970 Clearview Road, Souderton, PA 18964 
www.st-philip.net   (215) 721-4947 

Emails: office@st-philip.net   nbushelli@gmail.com  frjamesthayer@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 

Fr Noah & Fr James are available for hospital visits. Please contact them directly or call the church office. 

ST. PHILIP 
ORTHODOX 

CHURCH 
A  P a r i s h  o f  t h e   

A n t i o c h i a n  A r ch d i o c es e  

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 8 - From the 

heights Thou didst descend, O Compassionate One, and Thou 

didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us 

from passion. Thou art our Life and our Resurrection, O Lord. 

Glory to Thee! 

 

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION - Tone 7 - Thou 

wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as 

they were able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, 

when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that 

all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the 

world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.  

TODAY: ORTHROS & Confession, 8:15 a.m. 

 Divine LITURGY, 9:30 a.m. 

 Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m. 

 Paraklesis, 2:00 p.m. 

 Confessions, 3:00 p.m. 

COMMEMORATIONS: 

TRANSLATION OF THE RELICS OF STEPHEN 
THE PROTOMARTYR, HOLY GLORIOUS NEW 
MARTYR THEODORE OF DARDANELLES, 
PHOCAS THE MARTYR, PLEGMUND, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, PHOTINI 
THE CYPRIOT AND WONDERWORKER, 
BASIL, THE FOOL FOR CHRIST  

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

◊◊◊ 

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 

◊◊◊ 

Father Noah Bushelli, Pastor 

215-954-9286 

◊◊◊ 

Father James Thayer  

215-692-0890 



Mark Your Calendar: 
 

Holy Unction 
Wednesday, August 12 

4:00 pm 
 

Feast of the Dormition  
Friday, Aug 14: Festal Vespers 

& Artoklasia - 6:00 pm 
Saturday, Aug 15: Festal 

Orthros - 8:00 am 
Festal Liturgy & Flower Blessing 

- 9:30 am 
 

Kid’s Festival 
Saturday, August 15 

12:00 pm 
 

The Beheading of the 
Forerunner  

Saturday, August 29  
(Strict fast day)  

 
14th Annual International  

Food Festival  
September 18 & 19  

 
 

Pray For:  

Living  Departed 

+Fr. Seraphim 
+Kh. Carla 
+Victoria 
+Andrew 

+Alexandra 
+Dorothea 

(August Parish 
Diptychs) 

+Mary 
+Augustine 

+Iwan 
+Victor 

+Archpriest Michael 
+Myron 

+Archpriest Boniface 
& Kh Joyce 

+John 
+Michael 
+Doris 

Our Patriarch John and 
Faithful of the Middle East 

Met. Onuphry and faithful of 
Ukraine 

The leadership and community 
of St Emmelia Ministries, St 
Justin Academy, St Thomas 

Mission, St Tikhon’s 
Seminary, St Raphael 

School, Hades Embittered 
Ministries, and those to 
whom they reach out. 

N.I. Christopher, Josephine, 
and James 

N.C. Benedict & Xenia 

Rachel 

Zerfenesh 

Petre 

Alexandra 

Xenia 

Joanne 

Michael 

Rdr. Timothy 

Amanda 

Stephanie 

Ermias 

Alemash 

Hannah 

Helen 

Catherine 

Jacob 

Barbara 

Alexander 

James 

Helen 

Wadih 

John 

Christine 

Ann 

Jesse, Nathan, Hannah, 
Elizabeth, & all Missionaries 

Priest Nathan, Priest Isaac, 
Deacon Irenaeus, Deacon 

Moses, Dn John, 
Theophanes, Jacob, 

Samuel, & all seminarians 
and their families 

Those searching for jobs, 
houses, spouses & 

monasteries 

Courting, Engaged, & Newly-
Crowned Couples 

Families struggling to conceive 

Expectant and new mothers 
and their babies 

Those in mourning 

The people of our land and our 
world, and for their 

repentance, healing & unity 

Catechumens 
Matthew H 

Sean, Meghan, John 
T 

Robert S 
Martin (Morgan), 

Gabriella T 
Anthony V 
Slavek G 
Nevada L 

Daniel, Amos, 
Marigold, Eleanor  

Shawn, Miriam, 
Emilie, Emerald, 

Elijah, Esther 
Jeff, Jasmin, Jaxon, 
Jonah, Jayce, Jacob 
Andrew, Rebecca, 
Hannah, Miriam, 
Priscilla, Phoebe 
Daniel, Jordan, 

Daniella, Meadow, 
Mason 

Hannah B 
Samuel, Emilie, Ari, 

Addison 
Nicole P 
Dylan H 
Ryan M 
Tyler H 

Benjamin 
John H 

Jaylee P 
Jack F 

Steve & Sophia B 
Will  

Nathaniel 
Jonathan 

Eli 
Inactive: 

Jasper, Asher, 
Andrew, Michael, 

James, Kassandra, 
Ernie 

AUGUST OUTREACH 
COLLECTION: 

B 

Paper Products 

Weekly Ministries & Stewards: 
 This Week Next Week (Aug 12): 

COFFEE HOUR:          Potluck—thank you for contributing!  Chebeleu & Tinjala Families 

PROSPHORA BREAD:  Kristi Moore & Sissy Hill  Gabriela Please & Macrina Layton 

ALTAR CANDLES: Gamble & Sidorochev (Xenia Bday & 18th Anniversary)     Gohl (Phoebe’s 16th Bday) 

USHERS: John Nicholson., Steven Mower., Dan Marquardt               Todd Moody, Matt Shembri, Steve Kulp 

CLEANING TEAM: Nick T., Gabi T., Dave & Darby S. Nick M., Chris H., Shirley D., Sarah M. 

COFFEE HOUR TEAM: Mike L., Dave & Darby, Steven M., Hannah B.          Calvin & Mindi, Mary T., Gabriel M., Caden C. 
 

This Week: 
 

Confessions are available before & after most services this week. 
 

Mon, Aug 3:   Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   VCS, 8:30 a.m. 
   Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tues, Aug 4:   VCS, 8:30 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m. 
   Matushka Olga Sewing Club, 1:00 p.m. 
   Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m.  
 
Wed, Aug 5:   Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   VCS, 8:30 a.m. 
   Festal Vespers & Artoklasia, 6:00 p.m. 
   Festal Orthros, 7:30 p.m. 
   FOCUS: Norristown, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs, Aug 6:   Holy Transfiguration 
   VCS, 8:30 a.m. 
   Festal Liturgy & Grape Blessing, 9:00 a.m. 
   Paraklesis, 6:00 p.m. 
   FOCUS: Aviator Park, 8:00 p.m. 
 
Fri, Aug 7:   Divine Liturgy, 6:30 a.m. 
   VCS, 8:30 a.m. 
   Paraklesis (Youth Choir), 6:00 p.m. 
   Youth Choir Q&A w/ Fr. Noah, 7:00 p.m. 
   Teen Tea w/ Fr. Noah, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Sat, Aug 8:   Divine Liturgy, 8:00 a.m. 
   Catechumen Q&A, 4:30 p.m. 
   GREAT VESPERS, 6:00 p.m. 
   Dr. Gohl Mini-Lecture, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sun, Aug 9:   ORTHROS & Confessions, 8:15 a.m. 
   DIVINE LITURGY, 9:30 a.m. 
   Coffee Hour, 11:15 a.m. 
   Paraklesis, 2:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE:  Vespers 7/25: 104                Liturgy 7/26: 286                   
 
OFFERINGS 7/26:  Candles, $308.   Collections, $1,431.46.   Book Shelf Ministry, 
$15.19.  Pastoral Discretion, $146.03.  VCS, $100.  Seminarian Fund, $3,000.  
Building Fund, $692.12.  Stewardship, $4,120.45.  Total received:  $9,813.25.      

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 


